
Veronica has been thinking about possibilities for her future occupation. She knows 

that young women today have a lot of options but realizes that this wasn’t always 

the case. In fact, women often had to pretend to be men in order to perform 

certain jobs. Veronica decided to write a paper about some of these women. 

Proofread Veronica’s paper carefully and then answer the questions that follow. 
 
 

Incognito: 
Women Who Worked in Disguise 

 
(1) Today we find women in most occupations. (2) They serve in the military, 

pilot planes, perform surgery’s, and manage corporations. (3) However, women 

have traveled long, hard roads to achieve equal opportunity. (4) Some have even 

had to make the journey in disguise. 

(5) In the early 1800s, the Hudson’s Bay Company hired fur traders for the 

Canadian frontier. (6) These jobs were for men only. (7) A Scottish woman named 

Isabel Gunn fell in love with a fur trader, she disguised herself as a man, said her 

name was John Fubbister, and followed her boyfriend to Hudson Bay. (8) In 

Canada the two separated, but Gunn kept her job as a trader. (9) Although the 

company assumed that women didn’t have the strength required for toting furs in 

harsh weather; there’s no record of Gunn’s employers ever realizing that she was 

a woman. (10) In 1807, when Gunn gave birth, her secret was finally revealed. 

(11) Isabel Gunn may have been the only European woman to have worked as a 

Hudson’s Bay fur trader. 

(12) A few centuries ago women were expected to wait at home as their 

husbands and brothers went to sea. (13) Maritime careers were for men only. 

(14) The first women to work aboard naval and merchant ships did so in disguise. 

(15) One was Mary Lacy, who in 1759 dressed in her brother’s clothes, took the 

name William Chandler, and joined the British Royal Navy. (16) She stayed 

undercover long enough to serve as a dockyard apprentice, become a certified 

shipwright, and gained a pension in the Royal Navy. 

(17) Another story coming from California, where in the 1800s, Wells Fargo 

hired Charley Parkhurst to drive a stagecoach. (18) Parkhurst became known as a 

fast, skillful driver, well able to control “his” horses. (19) Decades before American 



women won the right to vote, Charley Parkhurst registered as a voter in Santa 

Cruz County.  (20) Nobody guessed that Charley was really Charlene. (21) Legend 

says it was an undertaker who finally discovered Parkhurst’s true sex. 

(22) History is replete with stories of women working in disguise. (23) Some 

went incognito to serve as soldiers. (24) Revolutionary War Private Robert 

Shurtleff was really Deborah Sampson, and Civil War soldier Franklin Thompson 

was actually Sarah Emma Edmonds.  (25) Eighteenth-century French 

Mathematician Émilie du Châtelet disguised herself as a man in order to study 

science.  (26) And it’s reported that in the nineteenth century Nellie Green wore 

men’s clothing so that she could attend medical school. (27) Female employees 

have disguised their gender by signing documents with initials, and female authors 

have used masculine pen names.  (28) Fortunately, in modern America such 

deception is unnecesary as most workplaces recruit, welcome, and respect female 

employees. 

 

What change, if any, needs to be made in sentence 28? 

 
F   Change is to isn’t 
 
G   Change unnecesary to unnecessary 

H   Change respect to respects 

J   Sentence 28 is correct as it is written. 

 

 



 


